2020 has been al
Arm yourself wit
to help achieve higher sales,
scale new growth opportunities
and develop peak performance
strategies as you look
ahead to 2021,
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Sectionals, performance fabrics, expanded leather options

couple with consumer behavior for big growth in 2021

iy Pomnll Slcgtier
Swror Editc

HIGH POINT — Stationary uphal-
shery resouroes are bullish abaot
A2 im anbcipation that a pan:
-inspired cooponing trensd
will hine consumers conlEnng
o forus on combort at home

These whe'd groea percentage
estimate on busnes ned year e
pected s doutile-digt inenems-
e i e seatbomany seatig, sl
all amticipate solid prowtls Ashiley
for example, ts prodicting 4 15%
rise in catepney sakes mduring the
nest 12 muenths

“ur supphy clssin is conling:
g b ramp upy, End we ane o
tmuing to add mare cpacity e
handie cor current backleg and
the growth anticipoeted in 2028
saaic] CED Tondel Wanek

Klaussmer  expecs  modest
growth for 2021 due to key ous
tomer aonisttions in 2020 afong
with the strong demumd in the
lamae eatesory in Doty e-oom-
imeroe and Brick-asd-moetar

We alse intreduced mone
marmicd eombinations marketng
more agEresshe prices points”
satic] [iy Forsaane, senior vioe ioesi-
dent of merchandising

At higher price points, Hune
timpton House Viee President af
Sales Josh Sarting belioves mo-
It generibed in 202005 -
o hall will Jead oo deuldbe-digh
statamary upholsicry growth for
the compary

tlem

Stationary uphao

B
$10.85 $1990 |
2018 20

17% of total ncustry saes |

- tncindes strtonany sofs,
sochionss, saf slhepes and
stafionary chais :

Sonrtor St irghts, (TN
Fumiure Todksy study

"There'ss o doult that 2020
;||1.'.\-L'.'|I.n:~.| @ e anknmt
ol challerges o our husicess and
our irddiistry at large! he - sakd,
“Anid, no one could have proslicied
the meleoric s in our busmes
prarticulary when vou Gdor the
etghit- o 1-weebowindowe of stone
closures throaighais the country
from late spring to earhy simmen
Teut, hesmer v Stamid wwith positie
grenwtln for the sasir in sgpite of all
the challemges”

Cnbeer high-cnd resownces ox-
pet the sime, Vanguand  Prest
dlent Andy Briny saikl a stronyg Bn-
Bl e 2020 bohes well, especially
far oustom uphelstery af upper
price pols.

“When we Botor in what s

think we would hanve shippod
Bl om. the curment ceder mte,
[us thee deimard wee netiosd peior
o COVILS, sy antioipabe appoond-
mately 3 25% Incease in-year
meryear upholsiery shipments
and abwul 8% more than whan
cur shipments woukl heve been
without COVIDE Bray sakd

He citexd several Bctors far his
optimism, Fing, incoming anders
are tracking ach higgher e
than forecasel Secorxl, eoong-
mitsts predict “ecellent economic
eonditions” for the upper-end
consumers,  wha, during  the
e, Funve paid divam dehe,
spwrinelivgg nnich bess on el and
enzertainment and much hore
on rengvation and hame firmish
ing's purchases, Thind, historicalby
hagh baddagrs provitde a hesed st
ofr 2021 shipments Finally, Van-
peinds wealthy target audience
is the least affectes] by COVID-19
and benclits from a booming

REEIplnusm, uer-
ralpty remains about the pandem-
s onuirse

“Theme is o possbility that
COVIE- 19 could nesmerge b the
Bevel that wooald requsine dnotl ser
shat down” Bray at Vanguard
notedd "0 the ather hand, we do
nek want io be ina position whene
Enminess s strong, amd we -
nof sliig b we dis ot live
imventory and parts because we
have imder-farecastecd”

Fabric, leather trends

Virmually every oompamy oon-
sacted for this artide believes per-
Sarmanee will combinge as 2 cover
story driving stticnary business
Tl v

“Performance Bhrics are the
primary driver” Bray said “We
expert hase doths andd leathers
o condirme bo e néulrad, and (we
enpet] i while assortment of dec-
arative fabac”

Barring supphe chain ard pric-
inyg disruption, fboic will remain

the drivirg foece in Blaussner's
domestic uphalstery iusiness
“Wr did mepositian our leather
prowfucts | leems of pricing amd
shyvling that will gree our retail
IS loamesstic opisans vs, im-
parts alang with spedal erder op-
I bl f

continued pn page 74
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Motion

coitinaied From page 73

et and into the living maem'’ for
Famnilies o enjoy

“The iklea that style aml com
fart should coeexist males our
product development  process
mal just in stationany, bk now
mone than cver in motion as
well”

The grvwing demand  far
leathes, mome designer sty
aml statinary-looking mation,
ansl power functian alsaane doe-
ers at Nice Link

“These ame things Nice Link
o vty ywedl and s a pesult wee
lear comtimnied o win mese slots
o the retall Boers” Carson said
“Lesither motion  has - exploded
with im
o el i that catep
SeviEng & e category of mothon
mane designer looks that ap-
el 1o thie femalke bayver - andd less
of the man-crae ook - & ']
e high-leg, o to-floor st
oy looks, designer fabrics ared
the adidition of plloavs”

Stationary

comtinued from AT i

While Rbric oovers will 2l
wiys drive: Humbmggion Howss's
pleolstery business, leather aml
cutdoorrated fbric are tee
fast-growing sub-cateporics that
shiakl thrive: in the powry

“Lesthier uphedstery i snail-
alsle oncevery noa-skirted styke in
our catalog arxd represenits meary
505 of oar cavrall busmess)” Sar-
tino sqid, noting that 10{-plus
leathers are - complomentisd Ty
e than 1000 falwic options
losr scoenis “This s smpoant be-
caterwr inclode toss pilloses with
every leather sofa amd secitonal
al aller doeens of complimen-
Lty aapticne inchsding contrsting
fabrics om your pilows allwing
tir comsumer to paill ool ared
tesiture: thirusgh their toss pillows
1o santteen e msom”

Mare uphobtery namulac-
miFees ase gelting 1o olitd oar
poods, and Huntingion Howse's
customiers have been very recep

Modular mementum
Farniture Today also ashed
which pieons = 0., chadrs, medin
o, fervesimits,  sosticols
— wfill b nbest Enaportant in the
Hd e forthse motian catepon
and hoew that mix might chamge,
A5 in stalionary, section
aned melular configurations
shaukl <ontinue  grswing  in
2021, Secticnals are the most
smpartant comfipraton in Mioe
Link's line, for aample, currenthy
0% ol its mation i 4
s consunmers are aoving
o 1o the suburbs and into langer
hiomses aned spaces, they are look-

Brvatile colors arxd patterns v
ilable, The comparys Out-
dear Living brand alss features
waterpreafl ticking vs o dram
threugh oushion se the kbrc
e ahearte water in the lirst
place. Sartino called that a “ganwe
changer”

dhlmy socs stmong mansn

o for Ewsthe b | bl
“Demiaid for Bbrc has been
very stromg, amd the gquality of
fabhncs and Jeathers today is the
hest we have over seen in terms

Ing for the large mogion sectiomal
with high design look amd all
the rambart festums of power
LisE
changimg and more,” Carlson said,
TR0LHTRE £ e diflorenors bepveemn
retail chanmels, “Br il -1
tar retadhers are still serving those
larger hivme consumens in the
suburiis

“The traditisnal living rosm
group with safa, love and chair
tend to be seen in the smaller
1 i e, aned Eis
iz what is doiigzg well in the e-
oo besiness, he contirued
s Miee Link serees hoth brick

recling, Besdrest, [ootrest,

SIRIDES

Picking the pieces

Which configumtions e,
chairs, ok, seciimds, st
— il b mscast snportant in the
salionany category? Mo surprise
at this podnt that sectionals lead
thirwan

g - taken out-
szred ptarket share over due pist
12 rnanths, ard we expect this o
cof hosed upsan family gath-
erings ared laimper great moms in

wals luve

antd martar and e-comn, we're
seeing strong growth with this
{00 mise”

Oneeur statives
so0s dusiness, Teggue pointed
.'|l.|‘:|l.'lJl.||.'||':|;|l"-.||.'r-i-.’=|1'.‘ driv-
ingvolume.andt il reflect in
the Catnapiper motion scgment,

s wr tontinee o blur the
Bt betweeen stationary ard -
tlam, it makes sense that cur big-
gost emphasis in the Camapper
reclining ling well be an mation
seciionsds” he il “Thuere ame
S0 IR G por i B enscpsancd
i the seciional anendc cistom-
friendle tnie modular sectianals,

Scle ok fack-

e corstnction,” Wanek noted.
smner's Foenae painted 1o
prevaience of roonan

“With the dhangge in the vy
conamers are speniding mone
time in thedr home we esped
strong prowth o combinue e
sedional ctegony] | il kel
ol eatures such a8 aur ey APEX
¢ drive the sta-

cushions will Iy
Ay e roD

price-point oriemted singhe-can-

fi 1 sectionals,  topegrin

Halsin keather, statcans-looks
¥

leaturing space saver sedionals
The appartunities are Broad for
e

Modulars hive been a grow
ing Gitegory within La--13ay's
rrctiony livee, and Hins il qpit
se that changing

“CONSEMCTS  Can customize
the et comfiguration that hest
i - room arkl thesr Kimily”
che sail, "Movie walching with
the famehe on =super comlorn-
able motion modular covered
a perfarmanee Erheic is hard o
Itz onmlon, function
of mind i case the popoor ar
anifia &

T

SN

et every house-

el tmm accommedate a large
meslual nari 0 pa-
er-rmetion sols e very rel-

(LT

“The beauty of decorating
noe's home with a sofais that you
= ey choie b e cone
mentary recliners, of perhaps lo-
veseats with consoles, be parn af
decomating plan” Hovas said. @

* up almost
A of Hungington House's buesi-
rerss, Bl by s, chairs anid
recdiners

“Designing and - devdoping
themiglaiul :-il}’.l’.'.: 3 pesonate

with the cansumer is at the bear
of what v dio” Sarging noted. “Tn
el e we nbmduce a full
collection arourl e styles o in-
corporate every popular confizu-
ratn & conswmer might desine
within the styde
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